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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
SUPERVISOR LEE TAMRAZ

LOOKING AFTER THE NEEDS OF OUR RESIDENTS

Niles Township Government is proud of its commitment fo customer service.
We pride ourselves on our ability fo respond quickly fo assist residents, Our
policy is fo ensure that someone is available to onswer questions, help
solve o problem, or just say o friendly “hello.”

Our Assessor's staff is prooctive, guiding citizens through the arduous
process of filing property tox appeals ond explaining the maze of
exempions and rules,

Our social workers administer the progroms that provide o safe haven for
those in the grip of these uncertain economic times. They are on excellent
resource for oll types of federal, siote and local programs, in addition to
odministering Generol and Emergency Assistance and providing infake aid
for the Access to Core program.

The Niles Township Food Poniry is serving more residents than ever before,
and providing a healthy mix of food for those in need.

The Clerk’s office is busier thon ever helping residents who need to obkain
a temporary hondicap plocard, register to vote, or apply for a possport

The Clerk’s office is hoppy to
accommodate residents who connol
opply for o passport during regulor
business hours,

I should also mention our

Administration Department. While our
Coordinator works on special projects
assigned by me or the Board of

Trustees, she makes sure our building

is in great shape ond running

smoothly. And our Administrofor, who
works with me and the Board, has
helped residents with o number of

issues that spon o wide range of

topics, often conducting Internet searches
and making phone calls fo solve problems.

| am proud of my stoff, and proud lo let everyone know:
QUR RESIDENTS MATTER AND WE SHOW THEM WE CARE

Supervisor [ee Tomroz

CHILD CARE SCHOLARSHIPS -

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

The Niles Township Government Board of Truslees is pleased to announce the
establishment of its Child Care Scholarship Progrom and invites the participation

of Niles Township residents.

The Boord created the program fo reduce the burden of child core expenses for ‘5\, *b
low ond moderate income families residing in Niles Township who need child

care services fo remain employed in the workforce. The Scholarship Progrom is
designed fo maximize the number of residents who will benefit and fo allow for

g

o

families to selact their own licensed child care provider based on personal needs, ‘ii‘) '

expeciations, and location

To receive the Child Care Scholarship eligibility requirements ond income

guidelines, please coll Social Services ot (847) 673-9300, pick up on opphoohon

at the Niles Township office, 5255 Main $1,, Skokie, or visit
www.nilestownshipgov.org




A WORD FROM ASSESSOR SCOTT BAGNALL

We olf seem to occept the concept that property
toxes increose. We don't like it - but we get it.
In 2007 Niles Township property wos
reossessed, Assessed volues increased by on
averoge 34 percent. A homeowner come to me
with his new assessment, highly ogitoted by
belief that his 30 percent assessed valve
increase absolutely meant a 30 percent tax bill
increase,

Here's what | told him.

"As Niles Township Assessor | deol with real
estate ossessed volves. Assessed valve is o
component used in colculating the tax bill. ! do
not sef the assessed value. And | cerfainly do
not sef the kaxes. But | do understand what
foctors couse movement in the ossessed value.
And | understond how and why a lax bill is ot a
given omount. Now all of this understanding did
not come easy. | om an atlorney. And a recl
esiafe broker. And o certified Minois Assessing
Officer. | have been doing all of these things for
o number of yeors, And let me tell you that this

is really complex shuff,

| work as your faxpayer odvocate fo monitor,
and challenge os justified, assessed valve
movements by Township, neighborhood, ond
individual parcel. My objectives include insuring
that your assessed volue is no higher than it
should be and that you hove received full credit
for those exemptions for which you qualify.

Assessed volue increases are quite visible. You
receive o notice in the mail. The news media
reports, sometimes not so accuralely. A
polificion or two offempls fo disiroct o
constituency by proclaiming “These ossessed
value increases ore outrogeous ond whoever is
responsible hod better get them under control,”
while saying nothing of the levy. So increased
ossessed volues offen toke the heat for higher tax
bills. But if's not quite that simple.

If olf ossessed volues in Niles Township increcsed
or decreased by an equal percenioge the
resulting tax bill would reflect only the levy
increase, which in the absence of o voler
approved referendum cafling for o tax rofe
increase, would be limited fo the maximum of the
CPl (2.5 percent for the 2007 fax yeor] or five
percent,

This is why on assessed value increose of 30
percent should not necesserily cause concern
without knowing two odditional focts. One, we
need fo know the averoge increase for the
neighborhood. With a 34 percent averoge
increase maybe o 30 percent increase for the
porcel is not out of line. And two, what should
the ossessed value of this porcel be, without
regord o the percentage of increose?

Cases exist where a significontly undervalved
porcel has seen a huge percenfage increase just
fo bring it in line with the neighbors. And coses
likewise exist where o porcel hos been over
assessed. These we appeal. While o higher
than average assessed volve increase will cause
a higher fox bill, 0 30 percent assessed valve
increase in on areo with on averoge 34 percent
assessed value increase will not be the cause of
a lox bill increase.

Significant fax bill increases often come from
factors such os voler approved fox rote
increases, the burden shiffing ospect of
exemplions or the deferioration of o
commerciol/industriol base. So a higher tax bill
could result from any or all of these foctors
regordless of on assessed volve increase.”

Back to our homeowner.

Research reveled thot his ossessed value wos
slightly lower than those of the relevant
comporable properfies. Even though litde risk of
an increose on oppeal exists, he elected to not
file an appeal.

ASSESSOR SERVICES

Here are some of the ways Assessor Scott Bognoll

* Engoges in

assists laxpoyers. He

But, we did
discover thot
olthough
qualified, he
hod not opplied
for 2006 ond
2007
homeowner
exemptions. |
filed certificates
of error for
2006 ond
2007, By so
doing, he will receive refunds for that portion of
the property taxes that he would not have paid if
he hod filed the homeowner exemptions on fime
| then filed o 2008 homeowner exemphion for
him.

Assassor Scolt Bognoll

An exemption results in o tax bill decrease for
the parcel to which it is cpplied. But the taxing
bodies do not forgive the amount of that doflar
decrease. If everyone receives that exemption
the tax rate increases and there exists no true
benefit for any porticular porcel. If fewer thon
oll porcels qualify for the exemption then the non
exemption porcels pay for the resulting dollar
decrease. Nevertheless, it would not be prudent
o fail 1o apply for and accept oll qualified
exemptions

The most common exemptions ore

- Homesteod Exemption. $5,000 EAV reduction
2007 fox yeor, $5,500 EAV reduction 2008 tax
yeor, $6,000 EAV reduction 2009 tox year. (The
Cook County Assessor will do the math ond then
give you the best of the standard homeowner
exemption, the seven percent cop exemption or
the long fime occupant exemption);

- Senior Homestead. $3,500 EAV reduction
2007 tax year, $4,000 EAV reduction 2008 tox
yeor; ond

{confinved on page 4)

* Processes building permits and transter tax declorations;

* Maintoins o relotionship with municipalities w thin Niles Township;

* Processes homeowner exemptions, senior exemplions and senior

| (_ane'rmg
ffect the Niles
* Processes certifi

laxpayers moy

assessed volve freezes

of error by which under cerlain circumstances

e o refund for excess toxes inadvertently paid

* Provides nolary service s necessary for reloted documents; and

* Offers assistance with special problems




NILES TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT LECTURE SERIES

All lectures toke place ot the Niles Township building, 5255 Main
Street, Skokie. There is no charge for these lectures and reservations
are not necessary. Call Administrator Carol Fritzsholl ot

(847) 6739300 if you have ony questions,

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2008 AT 7:00 P. M.
“NAVIGATING THE COOK COUNTY DIVORCE HIGHWAY"
By Niles Township Generol Counsel Von A. Schwab

Learn from Niles Township’s General Counsel the “ins and outs” of the
Illinois Dissolution of Marrioge Act and how the lows are opplied in
Cook County courts. You will be exposed to the grounds needed for
dissolution, the issues of mainfenance (formerly known as alimony), child
support, child custody, property distribution, afforney’s fees, and the
importance of experienced counsel. You will have o beter
understanding of the law after hearing from aftorney Van A. Schwab.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M.
“S0O, YOU WANT TO BE A LANDLORD?”
By Niles Township Trustee ond REALTOR® Marilyn D. Glozer

This lecture is for those thinking about buying investment property and
for those who olready own investment property. Learn the top ten things
you must know to avoid lawsuits and be a successhul landlord.

The Niles Township Clerk’s office offers:

* Passport acceplance ogent

* Temporary handicap plocords

* Voter registration

* Marrioge license opplications, birth and
death certificate opplications

* State of llincis mops

* Freedom of Information forms for the
Township

* Notary public service

PASSPORT ACCEPTANCE AGENT

ro‘:Je ty

7) 6739300

Daily passport hours: 9:00 o.m. to 4:00 p.m. ot the Niles Township
Offices, 5255 Main St. Skokie.

First time applicants must submit the following: U.S certified birth
certificate or citizenship papers, current picure identification (proof of
identity) such as o driver’s license, two passport quality pholos, and
applicable fees. You will generally receive your passport within five to six
weeks; an expedited passport will be delivered in approximotely three
weeks. For further information or to make an oppointment, call Clerk Levy's
office ot (847) 6739300.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M.
“MARKET VALUE”
By Niles Township Assessor and attorney Scolt Bagnol

We will examine and discuss the current state of Niles Township market
values and the cause and effect relationship of market values to
property fax and, of property fax to morket values. The seminar will
olso explore concepts of myth versus fact in analyzing best courses of
oction. Email questions and concerns you would like to discuss fo
mail@NilesTownshipAssessor.com,

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M.
“STEERING YOUR WAY THROUGH THIS TROUBLED
ECONOMY”

By Nies Township Clerk and aflomey Charles Levy

Niles Township Clerk and aiorney Charles Levy will leod o panel of
experts who will explain what you should do if you ore facing on
economic crisis brought on by the loss of o job, a catastrophic iliness,
or other event. The ponel will inform you of steps you need to toke
when dealing with your credit cord companies, your bank, your
morigoge lender, efc,

JOIN US FOR THESE INFORMATIVE LECTURES.

UPDATE FROM CLERK CHARLES LEVY

HANDICAP PLACARD PROGRAM

Temporary handicapped placards ore availoble of the Clerk’s office upon
proper completion of the application and your physicians' input. Temporary
plocards ore volid for up o three months. We do have forms,

Permanent placards are available only from:

Secretory of Stote Non-Standord Plotes Section
Dept. of Vehicle Services

501 S. Second St.

Springfield, IL 62756

{800] 252-8980, or, (217) 782:2708

The application form for permanent placards is avoilable in the Township
Clerk’s office.

VOTER REGISTRATION

If you are @ new resident fo our community, in order fo vole in any future
election, you must register no less than 30 days prior fo the election. In
order Yo register, you must be a United Stotes citizen and ot least 18 years
old. Two forms of identification are required, ot least one of which must

have your current oddress. You con register o vote in the Niles Township
Clerk's office every weekday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

UPCOMING ELECTIONS FOR 2008
Presidentiol Generol Election will be held on November 4, 2008

Call Kitty Kendrick in the Clerk's office ot (847) 673-9300, ext. 207, if you
have any questions.







